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In November 2000, Dan was unanimously 

singled out from a field of 36 distinguished 
candidates as the new executive director of 
the Idaho Commission on the Arts. Although 
chosen for his reputation and recognition 
earned elsewhere, he was also selected for his 
optimistic, companionable disposition and 
pragmatic views, his ability to build bridges 
and get things done. Chair Marilyn Beck’s 
estimate that he was the perfect person for 
the job proved astute. He came to inhabit 
Idaho arts the way paint does a painting. 
Dan thrived on the lives and challenges 
around him on what is now called net-
working. His attitude and leadership led to a 
legacy of accomplishments on behalf of the 
arts in Idaho. Not a little of it was his talent 
for consensus or accord, which he once at-
tributed to being the seventh of ten children: 
When you’re in a big family, you learn to ne-
gotiate for your life, he quipped. While in 
Idaho, Dan served on the executive com-
mittee of the board of directors for the Na-
tional Assembly of State Arts Agencies and 
was elected president in 2005. He also served 
as trustee for the Western States Arts Fed-
eration. Among the exceptional achieve-
ments of his legacy: uniting the Idaho Con-
gressional Delegation not only in support of 
the budget for National Endowment for the 
Arts, but for its first increased appropriation 
in over a decade; bringing the annual con-
ference of the National Assembly of State 
Arts Agencies to Boise, 2005; statewide Arts 
Matter conferences; pursuit of strategies for 
a cultural trust and for art in public places; 
more recently, the unanimous support of the 
Joint Finance-Appropriations Committee 
and the Idaho Legislature for a significant 
one-time increase in the Commission s budg-
et; and, finally, being awarded, in memo-
riam, the Chairman’s Medal from the chair 
of the NEA for serving the National Endow-
ment for the Arts and arts in America with 
distinction. 

I was glad to hear of the NEA Chair-
man’s Medal that Dan’s family will re-
ceive on his behalf this month, but not 
the least bit surprised. I had the oppor-
tunity to recognize Dan’s remarkable 
abilities and accomplishments in this 
Chamber almost a year ago when he 
was chosen to be president of the Na-
tional Assembly of State Arts Agen-
cies. Dan fully deserved this and all ac-
colades that he received over the years. 
His love of the arts, his work pro-
moting their appreciation in Idaho and 
his ability to provide leadership, vi-
sion, insight, and compassion lives on 
unmistakably in his legacy. Cort 
Conley concludes his tribute to Dan’s 
life by stating: 

In summary, then: love, laughter, courage. 
All estimable indeed. Still, as a tombstone in 
County Kerry reads, ‘‘Death leaves a heart-
ache no one can heal/Love leaves a memory 
no one can steal.’’ Nothing more appropriate 
can be said. 

My wife Susan and I offer our condo-
lences to his family and especially to 
his young children, Hunter and Fiona, 
at this difficult time.∑ 

f 

PEACE OFFICER: KEN JORDAN 
∑ Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I rise 
to praise the service of a police officer 
from Colorado Springs: Officer Ken 
Jordan. Ken Jordan was killed in the 
line of duty early last month during a 
traffic stop. He was only 34. 

As anyone in law enforcement can 
tell you, there is no such thing as a 

‘‘routine’’ traffic stop. Every time you 
pull a driver over, there is the risk that 
something could go wrong, that this 
could be the one that proves too much 
for even your training and judgment. 
And yet, Ken Jordan, like countless 
other peace officers around this Nation 
do every day, set these fears aside and 
carried out his job with profes-
sionalism and courage. 

In the Colorado Springs Police De-
partment, Officer Jordan was a DUI 
specialist. His work removed unsafe 
drunk drivers from our roads, saving 
lives every time he was on duty. He 
was an outstanding example of his job, 
known to sometimes have three or four 
suspects lined up at Memorial Hospital 
in Colorado Springs, waiting to be test-
ed for their blood alcohol level. 

Ken Jordan was a native of Chicago, 
and graduated from Western Illinois 
University, where he studied law en-
forcement. In 2000, he joined the Colo-
rado Springs Police Department and 
called Colorado his home. 

Mr. President, I have every con-
fidence that if Ken Jordan were here 
with us today, he would undoubtedly 
tell us of his love for the outdoors and 
adventure sports. He reveled in the 
joys of life, be it kayaking in Fiji or 
playing pranks on family members. His 
smile was as big as all the Rockies and 
just as ever-present. 

One Denver police officer summed it 
up best: ‘‘He was the person you would 
want to have as a friend.’’ 

Every time we lose a peace officer, 
our entire Nation grieves for them, and 
for their families, and loved ones. To 
Officer Jordan’s parents and sister Sue, 
and to his beloved Heidi, I know that 
no words can ease the pain you feel at 
this difficult time. But through your 
sorrow, I hope that you can find solace 
in this police officers’ prayer: 

Lord I ask for courage, 
Courage to face and conquer my own fears, 

Courage to take me where others will not go. 
I ask for strength, 
Strength of body to protect others and 

strength of spirit to lead others. 
I ask for dedication, 
Dedication to my job, to do it well, dedica-

tion to my community, to keep it safe. 
Give me Lord, concern 
For others who trust me and compassion 

for those who need me. 
And please, Lord, 
Through it all, be at my side. 

Officer Ken Jordan’s service to his 
community will always be honored and 
never forgotten. Our entire Nation 
stands humbled by his sacrifice, in awe 
of his courage, honor, and character.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO VERNON ASHLEY 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize the many and great 
achievements of Vernon Ashley. 
Vernon proudly served his country in 
World War II and later went on to grad-
uate from Dakota Wesleyan College at 
the age of 34. He proceeded to be elect-
ed tribal chairman of the Crow Creek 
Indian Reservation and was later ap-
pointed South Dakota’s Indian Affairs 

Coordinator under three different Gov-
ernors. 

Mr. Ashley’s achievements do not 
end there however. Vernon served as 
the executive director for Vista for 
both North and South Dakota and su-
pervised all volunteer service during 
the recovery of the Rapid City flood 
disaster. Vernon was also a founding 
member of the American Indian Vet-
erans Association and is a dedicated 
husband and the loving father of seven. 

Mr. President, today with Vernon’s 
friends and family, I congratulate him 
on his many and most recent accom-
plishments. I have known Vernon for 
many years. He is a man of impeccable 
character and integrity. Governor 
Rounds and the State legislature of 
South Dakota have rightly declared 
that in South Dakota, January 15, 2006, 
is Vernon Ashley Day. Today I join the 
Governor and members of the legisla-
ture in congratulating this great 
American.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 11:33 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following concurrent resolution, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 1. Concurrent resolution re-
garding consent to assemble outside the seat 
of government. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bill, without 
amendment: 

S. 159. An act to redesignate the 
White Rocks National Recreation Area 
in the State of Vermont as the ‘‘Robert 
T. Stafford White Rocks National 
Recreation Area’’. 

The message further announced that 
the House has agreed to H. Res. 11, re-
solving that the House of Representa-
tives has learned with profound regret 
and sorrow of the death of Gerald R. 
Ford, 38th President of the United 
States of America. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following concurrent resolution 
was read, and referred as indicated: 

H. Con. Res. 1. Concurrent resolution re-
garding consent to assemble outide the seat 
of government; to the Committee on Rules 
and Administration. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bills were read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

S. 2. A bill to amend the Fair Labor Stand-
ards Act of 1938 to provide for an increase in 
the Federal minimum wage. 

S. 5. A bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to provide for human embryonic 
stem cell research. 

S. 113. A bill to make appropriations for 
military construction and family housing 
projects for the Department of Defense for 
fiscal year 2007. 
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